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1. In Estonia the partisan movement "SkogsbrBderna® ("Brothers in Arms") has an
entinated memberahip of 10,000, which sppears to bo increasing regardless of
losses from time to $ime. Lesders of the groups arve former officers who
gorved in the Jerman Army or Dafenee Corps. The movement operates in mnall
groups consisting of eix to eight men or more, the most powerful of which
are located in the wooded section of the Plirnn end Voru arses. The hope of
2 war botwssn the Soviet Unior end the Westorn powers ie the main propslling
forco bahind their activity {which is regarded by officials &s a hindrance
to Communism in Estonia).

2. In madition to the Skogabr8derna, hiding in the woods are aleo b@ads of
Bstonian army deserters who refused to Pight against the Germens. In the
vicinity of Aegwadu (Voru) are other partisan groups composod of Gaomans whe
escaped from Russisn FOW cempn snd  deserter:s from the Pnssian exmy, Yarious
other wniformed undesirable and ¢riminel slements, whose plunderings are
2lvays credited to the SkogabrBierna, are slso hiding in the woods.

3. Sinee the fall of 1SU5 the Husslans have attempted to cortact these partisans,
promising pardons for their previous activities, It has been noted that thoee
vac gave themselves up soon diemppeared, There has not been any special drive
against the movement ac & whole, but oaly in special cormunities vhere their
activities are known. As s ruleo eapiured Skogsbriderna have received sentence
of fiftsen yemrs of hard labor, and civiliame who withheld information regar
%he movspent have roceived sentences of eight yeers. The Buseians have re-
strained from giving any death sentences to menbers of these groups.
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